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JHITLD STAEES COAST GUARD LORAN TRANSMITTING STATION, HAWATT

Introduction. ‘he United States Coast Ouard Loren Trana itting Statios,
HAWAIIL, is locsted on t e shore, two miles West of the North point of the
Island of Hawaii, in the Terriidry of Hawaii., This point, Upolu, is respon-
sible for thh station's pseudonym,

In general this is probable the best Loran overscas duty, but as shore dity
it is limited. New arrivals, not used to country living, must make a

few adjustments in their way of life, The area is striétly rural, not as
you would think rural is now on the mainland, but as it was five years ago,
There are about 2500 people in the North Kohala District (see wap); the
mals source of income for tie local people is the Kohala Sugar Company,
which is not a 'blue chip' stock. <‘otal profit Tor 1955 was $120,000 net,
on a §15 million investment. As none of the comuunities in the area are
incorporated, this is considered a rupal area, and has no local government.,
However, there are 'towns'; iHewi is situated around the “ugar oupany's
main office; Kappau is lacated around the courthouse; Halaula ts the
comuunity surroundiig the Sugar Mill, '

The gost of livine is variable depending on s@veral factors. For the Comuanding
Officer, I will list expenses per morbh:

ent - 3 bedroom unfurnished Liowae - $50 - $60, includes wa.er.

lectricity or gas- §20 .

Food - Family of 4 or 5- $160,00 (this can we reduced by eliuinating

& ot of lLusury items.

Automabile - 530,00

Mess Biil - §15

Miscelianeous - chvreh, cli‘ani.g, medical , $50

Total £345

I am not famildar $ee—well with the enlisted cost of living, however, I,

think a FO2 witfione'thild can barely feleout a living. As an example

of how you.can easily get in debt unless you change yowr stateside habits, I
cite the cese of a C51, with two children. He was lere 18 months and did

not chans@is patter of living, During the time he was here, he accumilated
$1200.00 debts. His saving factor was his reenlistment bo:us, he received
before leawvi g the Islands. As a general rule, anybody above a P02, can

haye deperdents here, end manage. The cost of living for comsissicned officers
is $350 - $400 per month, for enlisted $225 - $300 per month.

Hecreation Facilities are lacking, except on the station itseif. The ommanding
Officer most probably will be invited to join the Secial Club, a group’in-
cluding all the superintendents of the Sugar Company, and owners of a few
businesses. The best part of tlie Socidl “lub is the swimming pool

which it operztes from Hay through September, It also stazes club dancem

and picnics, @Otherwise, recreation is the same for all hands. The

nearest beach is 36 miles- an hour's ride. ﬂ?ﬂerﬂ are three ball diasmonds,



Fishing is very good - ewen off the station grounds. Kona i 0 c«iles
down the coast, On v geod days thie crew zoes spear fisning off the
station. There are n:.? publics parks or playgrouds available,

ies, Vost of Living for Dependents is'somewhat covered above but

here is smme more. “here is adequate, but not loourious housi .z svailsble
for dependents, but there are drawbacks to dependents here, If the depend-
ent . is willing toeccept minor hardslips to be with ber husband, and if she
can ehange her habits of living to confom with the Hawaiian way of life,

it would be all right io have her here. She must realize it is rural living.
There are no departuent aﬁre:a s and the nearest 'dime' store is in Hile
100:iles away. _here are eneral stores, who landle most everythinz. Jhere
is & dairy for nfl, and garcges to service sutomobiles, a bani, pelice
station, courthouse, (the judge comew fron Hilo menthiy), bthree Gramser
Schools, one High school, a bekery, two movies, ﬂIld__S:uEJJ. churches ol

moat faiths., There is a hospital, waich is gzood. fe doctor 48 cuupetent.,

For single men thés is ca'led semi-isolated duby, t-'he town is five miles

away over poor roads. By a little effort, he can sdve muney here.

Climatic conditions are tne real advantages. The temperature low is 55
night, winter, rainy; the high is 85 day, summei, sun-shiny. here is a
rainy season, during the winter - it might rain sbout 1/3 of the time.

The amomnts of rainfall vary with the Rocation so much, it is hard to

tell a definite figure. I live on the ¥indward side of the point, and

get about 100" a year, The station gets about 40" per year, there is gix
niles difference. The trade wind is the blessi.g of the place. It always
blows B to NE about 10 to 20 mph, It gives z nkce ple.sant effect with the
high angle sun. The beach I maitioned earlier is mother saviig facbor,
It is at KAWAIHAE (See map).  he amnual rainfall is about 6%. It can

be fiorml g every place on the fsland, but youdd never know it et KAWATIIHAE,
The weathe: is & great advabitare. Sumuer clothes are always the rule.

Tre kids run around dn shorts and without shoes all the tige. Ne house
heat is necesgary, just a few blmkets, The adld climate is also suitable
for growing domestic and exotic [lowers and plants,

This STATIU operdtes on rate 2L6, and is a single slave. Our electronics
equ pment. includes AN/FPH 30 ‘imers, AN/FPA-2 Switchgear, T-3254 transmitters
T138A ampiifiers,; plus the ordinary radic equipment,

There are four buildings: <ignal , Office and Meschall, Barracks, and Power
Bullddngs. The Fower Puilding includes a workshop. There are 18 acres

of lend comprising the station liults; it 1s bounded by the sea on the
Horth and West and Sugur Cune fields on the So.th and Bist. We buy our

power fron Hilo Electric Coupany at a cost of gbout $500,00 per month.

Tiere are three Internaticnal Harvestor UD18 Diesel Lenerators, £er emArgenacs peety.
The complement includes:

1 LTJG
1 B2iC 1 ETl 1 BNl 1 Cs1
3 SN 1 ET2 1 EN3

2EI3 1P

The black and white photographs enclesed are as follows:



No. 1, 2, and 3 are gpanoranic view of the station from tle Bast, taken
from apout 100 yards in the Sugir Field,

NO 4. is &an electronic jdcbure., it includes all important antemnas and
their relative height, The big tower has aireraft warning ligits wich
must e replaced occasionally.

No. 5 is taken from the entrance and Includes the barracks on the left

end tle power/ workshop on the right.

lo. & is taken toward the antenna field from the entrance toward the Signal
Building.

No. 7 is teken further west them number 6.

No. & ds a closeup of Ho. T.

No. § iz tolen of the Power/shop building. lNotice the sarage on the rigit.

IP::. 10 is tumed 45° left of No. 9. shown building is the barracks.
here is a porch on t! e leeward side, "toward which all rooms open. It has
& rooms, head, laundry, and sick bay. On the Teft is the efifice/messhall
building.

No. 11 is the messhall end of the office biilding, In 15iyears the palms

will bear coonuts,

No. 12 is taken from the top of the water tunk. Ihe office building is

on the Teft, Signdl building is in the backgrourd.

Nos 13 4nd No. 124, are two pictues of thiree structures: Oifice, Barracks and
Power Bullding taken from thetop of the water tanks,

No. 14 is the Power Building looicing Nortis

No. 15 is the office and b rracks buildigmg looking East.

R creation is encourazed. There is & basketball, volleybsll, ad Badmingtdn
cBurt. Tpere is a horseshoe pit.,
The offiae Emilding includes (O%s guarters, one room and headj recreation
hall - pingpong table,; pool tiéble, movies and records; galley with reefers,
sborerocms and washroom; lMess hall with TV.
The Fower Buildi g includes & garage, engineers' office, engineers storercom,
§enera.tar roou; GSK stores; paint locker, and whokshop,
he Signal _uilding ineludes &ll electronid gear, & head, and & spereparis
and worikshob.room. We. leed good food; there is at present two ut of thres
liberty, and & besr msi.,on the statinn for nf.‘..‘-n:’mt.;.r personnel, author-
jzed by the District ﬁm..wﬂer,
Our water is adeguate and is purchased from the County of Heweii, It comes
to the stefion viasa two mile right of &y from the nearesi community. Food
is pwrchased in Hilo and locally,

The scenery of thie surroundisig country lis bresth-tekci g. To describe this
part of thi s puper-is inadeguate in less than book-length., Hjwever, I
baye procured & road map of all the islands and of t.e c¢lly of Honelulu,
Gn this lalanli, lower right on the nap, I have numbered a2 few scende
spots and included & picture postcard for each one., These are the main
poigts of interest on the Islandl Polalupnd Waipio valleys, (upper right
on the map) are not included, but are suicly worth while sights. Parker
fanch, toe lergest single-owner ranch in the eorld is on this Iland,
Duriig the 1955 =ruptims, a sight we were fortunai. to witmess, we were
really impressed with the beauty and force of neture. They occurred in
the Puna istrict (Ho, 3 & 4 on the map) It was 13 miles f.‘rcum the
station. 7, here is no dan_ er éf erupti ns near the station, J.thuﬂﬁh
roads are good to poor, a drive around the island is & must; the mminder

of the pictures speak for themselves, “his is the land of the Hula and
Ukulele, both of which are not teo diflidult to leern.



An sutomobile iz = mist. Houds are not the best, The access road & the
station, sbout two wiles long, is mairtained by the Sugar Yempany, and
during the winter is almost impassable LecadSe of the mud. Bring your car
bub not 2 very good one. There is_regular standard procedure for shijment
of automobiles fron San Franeisco, &lifornia tc Honolulu. Plus or minus

a few fril's, it boild down to thiBg A letier recuest plus six co ies of
your orders, ap.roved by Navy Pearl Yarbor, and Coast Guard Honolulu, and
SandFraneisco. When approved, you deliver to Oakland in ersen or by
someone with your power of attornmey; about three weeks later you pick up
in Pearl Harbor. You cen make arrangements with the Persounel Cffiece of
the sistrict in Honolulu to accept the car for you and deliver it to the
Special Services LST. Ihis ship mekes a bi-mntidy trip to Hilo. You may
then plek up jyour car in Hiloe. This cost 1 from Honol \lu to Hile.

Hﬁﬂ and d'!Ei!: ;‘Ea

fhere is daily mil. All hands use the Fost Ofiice box remted by ihe sta-
tion. The addregs is Lox 2, Hawi, Haowaii, T, Hs BStation supplies are sent
weekly from the Qupply Depot Sand Island. We make a bi-monthiy run to
Hilo to puc¥up Supidies and do errands. Opdilierily you can excect about
six weeks frog requisition to delivery.

Hedical facilities _

There is a dispensery run by the Sugsr Conpany and a lospital run by bLhe
‘County. tiere are two doctors here and they are very proficient. +heir
fe =s are moderate, At present we &re negotiating a cnotrauct for Coast-
guardsmen, and for aependents witen the law becomes effective.

At present, Coastguardsmen get treatment, at no cost, of curse, on ang
energnecy bpasis, but dependents have a small fee to pay; I hope even this
will be eliminated in the HMEDICARE law,

*he lospital is not overstafied, but it is up-to-date andhas the usual
facilitles for maternity cases and baby care.

advantazes Disadvants es
1. It is shore.duty apd barring e #ew 1, "ural living ¢
ineonveniencies, very delightful, 2. Higher cost of living

2. he weather is absolutely terrific- 3, Secarce recreation facilities
stofts and so férth are the rule, for [, Adequate but not deluxe housing
lounging &t home. Otierwise swuer 5. Poor shopping

Glﬁtilﬁﬂ_ Hll year roudd, 6. Foor “'Dﬁd.ﬂ

3, Phe local pecple are very friedly 7, Ho dependents medicare

ard welpful. 8, 100 miles to nearest town.
9, Wet weather causes mold on wost
everything.

10. Termites are present,



