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LETTER OF PROMULGATION

1. This publication was written for the general enlightenment of
interested personnel and to provide relevant information for Commanding
Officers and Lialson Officers or enlisted men preparing for assigmment
to this Loran station.

2. In addition to operational and military responsibilities particular
to this station, information of a more general nature is included. Men
aesigned to this station must adjust to native customs and attitudes.

A pleture is given of the people unigue to this area, the topography
of the surrounding country, the prevailing climatic conditions and the
available recreational facilities. Familiarization with these aspects
will enable the prospective relief to prepare himself for his new
surroundings.

3. This publication was compiled from information submitted by men
actually engaged in active duty on the Loran station. Very few
alterations have been necessary, and perhaps one of the values of this
publication is to be gained through the tone and menner of expression
of the author, who, in many cases, is found to be interesting,
informative and imaginstive, The insights offered are based on first-
hand experience and should prove waluable to an American living in a
foreimn country.

b, It is requested that errors and omissions noted, as well as
sugzestions for improvement, be addressed to Commander, Ccast Guard
Activities, Burope, Box 50, FPO, New York, N.Y., 09510, -

R. é.EHﬁMMSHD 2 ; é;

CAPTAIN, U.S, COAST GUARD
COMMANDER, COAST GUARD ACTIVITIES, EURCPE
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“tapter [ - General Information

Locatior
L. #atratin i lo-.ted on the Gulf of Sirte on the southern coast of
¢ Meaiterrunean.,  Io i approximately LSO miles east of Tripoli on the

I'rans=Livysn dignway, «#nicn runs from Tripoli in the west to Benghazi in the
@3st. It is located in the same latitude as Jacksonville, Florida.

B. Climsate

Ine ciimate is basically warm and dry. It is quite similar to tnat
in .ome 2reas of the scuthwestern United States such as the deserts of
crorn =no New Mexico. Temperatures can range from a night time low of LU
trees in nhe winter to a daytime high of 125 in the summer. Temperatures
i a 24 ncur period may vary as much as 50 degrees.

. Environs

1+ The general environment arcund the station is a semi-desert area
with the only vegetation consisting of low scrub bushes and thorn bushes.

; 2. The local inhabitants are of two types. The nomadic tent dwellers
who tend herds of sheep and cammli =0 rift across the country following
their flocks and the stetionary ivhabii L: or "city dwellers" who are only
a few years removed from this. wubn ‘roups are strict Moslems and as such
use no alcohol, willesat no meat unless killed facing the east, keep their
women out of sight of any man not their husband, usually will object to
picture taking and etc. 'hs people are a comparatively gprimative people,
but a very proud people. Theft is considered acceptable among many of the
people and graft is common. The station employs two (02) indiginous labor-
ers and nine (09) gate guards and these will be the only local inhabitants
vou will have to deal with,

iy fhut o e recent eprowth of oil activity in the area, two primary
conkaelo e iy seieh are useful tothe station. These are the American and
nplish roomrael working at the two oil terminals near the station. These

people are swre than generous and are a ready source of help with parts and
eguipment. :

L. The 6Lth Engineering dzli=lion al “heelus Air Base, Tripoli and the
MAAG (Military Aid and Advisory Urovp) ot dosphosi wih o ke exteonsia use
of the station and will usuelly yi.» whitever support they can.,.
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Chapter 11 - Operations

A, Aids to Navipation facilities at Matratin consists solely of Loran-C
transmitting equipment.

B. Communications

l. Communications consists primarily of the traffic between stations
necessary to Loran-C operation. Communications is also maintained with the
section office via the Naples Radio Station. At present our primary com-
munication with Wheelus is thourgh the Oasis Oil Company's radio net. There
is no ham gear available at Matratin, LORSTA Matratin is also a member of
American Embassy Tripoli's Pine tree Net which maintains communications with
.several other outlying U. S. desert outpost,

C. Other Coast Guard Functions
1. There are no other "official" Coast Guard functions at this unit.
D, Vehicles and Boats

1. Vehicles-- The station at this time has a 3 ton stake truck, one 2&
ton stake truck, one 1 ton Power Wagon with crew cab, one nine passenger
carryall and one 3/4 ton Weapons Carrier. All of these are reasonable new
except the Weapons Carrier. All maintenance and repair is accomplished at
this unit,.

2, Boats - The station has a 16 foot outboard equipped with a 40 horse-
power Johnson motor. This board is used primarily for fishing and water
skiing.
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Lhapter [LL - Personnel

A. s3sigrement and Hotation

1. Assignment to this mitbt iz an widie ment to duly in a "restricted”
area, that is, no dependeris allowe:, 0 ia e o oeried of twelwe (12)
calendar months.

2. Hotatlon requests lor reassignment in CUNUS are submitted to
Commander, Mediterranean section as follows:

4% rersonnel - 3ix (06) months prior to rotation date
41l Other Personnel - Five (US5) months prior o rotation date.

These requests indicate the individual's three (03) choices of districts or
lendouarters units upon return to CONUS. In so far as possible, Headquarters
works i{'rom ithese choices in making the man's assignment.

th, Lompens-tory antonce

L. AlL personnel attached earn 27 days per month compensatory absence.
Yhis is leave carned, oub not chareed, if tasken, against a man's regular
leave record. This bype lesve is generally used as delay enroute to thc
man's next duty stabion.

i, ‘fnerpepcey leave

i serpeney leave, swhen-warranted, i3 pranted by COMUOGAGTTUR Lhocouph
MG, Yeriitieation of the emerpency st be made throush the American
i Droza.  Time will pe caved it verificstion iz sent Lo American Hed Uros:s
Moples, ILsly.

t}, dediecal

. e unit has one HM assipgned. In addition two physicians are avail-
ok Tor gmgry neioss vne ds lessted al the Uaclis UL Gamp four wiles oy
avel Gl oGoer al dopil il cowme Coupteen miles zweav.

de fonbine medics]l procedures beyond bhe scope ol atlashed personnel
are handled by the Alrctorce Hoapitel ab Wheelus. Jmergent dental work i3
al3o accomplished by Wheelus,

3. Meaical Air-Hvac is available from either Naples or Wheclus de-
pentiing upon Lhe nature el the case.

lie Spoplies sed equipment are deemed adequate Lo meet anticipabed
demars



Matpatin
E. Training & Education

1. Inaddition to regular drills and instructions required by directives,
instructions in problems relztive to this unit are added. For example: Snake
Pites - We have three (03) poisonous snakes inthe area. The Sand Viper, the
Horned Viper and the Egyptian Cobra. In addition to these three #nakes,
there are also two(02) varieties of scorpions in the area. Snake Bite Kits
and Snake Boots are issved to all new men.

2. Training films are available from both the Air Force at Wheelus and
the Navy at Naples.

3. Both USAFI courses and OGI courses are available and self study is
encouraged,

F. Morzle

1. Morzle, generally speaking, is high at this unit. 7This is probably
due to the realization of necessary inter-dependence on one another to make
things go. This realization in wurn fosters a sense of cooperation and team
work.

G. iﬂecreation
‘1., In addition tothe boat afére mentioned, there are many recreational
outlets provided., Among them sre handball, tennis, badminton, volleyball,
pocl, stereo eguipment with a3 good record selection, slide projecter, dark-
room for film develcpment, nightly movies, the beach and beach house for
barhbeaques and etc.
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Chapter IV = Engineering

A, Electronics eouipment at Mstratin consists of the following:

1., Tarsn-0 AN/FPN-3R Timer: & ‘N/FPN-.30 Tranemitter=,

¢. lompuncioLlon. - AN/JURT-17 Transmitters and R-BLOJURR receivers
used in conjunction with CV-591 /URR single side band converters.

B, Generating Plant

The station is supplied electrical power by three (03) Caterpillar
N397 electric sets. The D397 diesel engine is a 60 degree V-type, 12
eylinder, b stroke cycle, water-cooled and valve in head unit. It has a
5 s/l inch bore, 8 inch stroke and a totsl pi 'on displacement of 2,453
cubic inches. The generstor is a self-r« la . constant voltage, 250
KW, 0.B power factor, 3 phase, 60 cycle, oo, L wire, 120/208 volts.
Ine renerator is excited by a 115 volt .U, generator. These units can
¢an o= run single or in parallel if needed. Normal lpad requires only
one generator on the line at a time,

C. Anterma Tower
L. The Loran Trensmitting Antenna consists of the standard 625' tower.
N. Fuel znd Water

l. Fuel is trucked in via commercial carrier from Wheelus. The
station has a storage capacity of 60,000 gallons of diesel fuel and 2,000
gallons of gasoline.

2. Water is distilled with evaporators. These are two (2) MECO Water
Nistilling Units Model F.E.F. 85K. They are capable of producing 85 rallons
an hour or 2,080 gallons a day, These units are of the Vapor Compression,
Eleetric Powered type. Their operation is described as follows:

Rav sea water is boiled or evaporated inside the tubes of the vertical
nbe evaporator. The resulting steam goes through the separator in the
ewsporator, and on into the compressor. The vapor compressor takes this

viam, which is at 1.0 P.5.1.G. and compresses it to a higher pressure
dizehercing the stesm into the steam chest of the evaporator. The condensed
B called distillate or distilled water or fresh water. This distilled
pumped from the distilling unit through the cooler. Most of the
hest is thus transferred in the cooler to the incoming seafeed water. From
the ccoler the fresh waier goes to the storage tanks. The station has a
storage capacity of 10,000 gallons of fresh water and 10,000 gallons of
salt wster.

S
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(hpler v - Gomptroller
A. Comrdssary

1. "his unit is known for its good food. It without a doubt has the
besi. food in Libya. This is mainly due to the fine cook, but is also largely
dependent on the fresh foods we get from Naples.

2. Fresh milk, eggs, vegetables, and fruit are flown in from Naples every
two (02) weeks. This is a big help, because it is impossible to get these
proyision: in Libya. All other commissary supplies are obtained from Wheelus
Air Bsse Commissary.

3. Uommissary supplies through Naples are purcnased on form DD 1155 SM
with Lhe exception of milk and eggs which are purchased on form DD 1346 (Mil-
strip). The commissary supplies from Wheelus are purchased on form DD 1149.

B. Pay

1. Pay' records for personnel stationed at Matratin are maintained by
the Naval Support Activity in Naples. Pay checks are sent to the station
every two (02) weeks on the logistiecs flight originating at the Coast Guard
Air Station, Naples, Itsly. Checks sre cashed on %he station through a fund

Bt up tor bnabk ptrpose

| 2. Money orders and such are availavle only througn wWheolus Air dase
and Iare. procured by the monthly logisties trip made by station personnel.

C. Clothi ng

l. Clothing is not available at Matratin and one should make sure that
he has a complete sea bag prior to departing the U. S, Laundry service at
Matpatin is hardled by indipinous laborers and is very rough on clothing, so
don't pl#n on partially worn clothing lasting for the tull year.

i ¢. WGlivilian clothing is authorized off the base and is required for any
; Lripa to Wheelus Air Base.

8 Transpurt.a tion

. L+ Transportation to Matratin is in one of the following ways:

}

! a. Via military aircraft to Wheelus Air Base and then by Coast
fluard truck to Matratin.
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b. Via comsercisl or military aircraft to Naples and then via
Coast Guard sircraft to Matratin. Coast Guard aircraft normally land on a
WW IT German fighter airstrip located approximately 15 miles ir .  the :tation.
This last routing is the one most frequently used., Leaving Matra.i is of
little concern until one has been here long enough to know the way out.

E. Supply

l. Fresh milk and dairy products are flown in bi-weekly via Coast
Guard aircraft from Nzpl- ., ain‘2inance spares and equipment normally
arrive via this route zl:, 0 remainder of the supplies and commissary
items as well a3 exchange items are obtained at Wheelus Air Base when the
s2tation vehicle makes the monthly logistics run. Fuel istrucked to
Matratin from Wheelus via commercial carrier.

"'-". ! " F

.« # rla.s "A" cashier (LIMITED) is a person who receives an advance
or tunds from a Treasury Uepsrtment disbursing office on an "imprest"
or "fixed" bazis, The fond is replenizhed to a fixed amourt as spent.
He iz in fact an arent of the disbursing oficer to psy, in case, small
obligations of the Coast Guard ss they occur. The cashier has no statos
a5 & procurement officer or certifying off'icer. He is spending of'ficial
funds and his performance of this duty is closely controlled., Coast Guard
class "A" cashiers are no longer agents of Coast Guard Assistant Dis-
bursing Officers. Matratin is provided with a 470.15 imprest fund.



Chapler VI - Administration .

A. FPaper Work

L. The majority of the oulgoine =tation reports and personnel paper
work is routad Lirouagn the HML who serves a5 yeoman as well a5 eorpsman.
Any HML receiving orders to restricted duty zuch as Msirstin, would benefit
greatly by spending a f'ew days on vhe job with a competeni yevmsn. Ulonsider-
abla knowledge of the routine of perszonnel work, which would benefit both
the Coast Guard and the individuzl, could be gained inthis manner. All
requisitions with the exception of electironiecs also pass through the HML for

' processing and recording prior to leaving the station.

2 |

. Diseipline

Lo Wiaedptine al, Matealin 1'0) Lavs Lhe ehain of command and Coast
Guard depulavion: =5 sk aoy oash Guaed wnibd oe tothe isolated locality
and environment of the Sbacion, many of Lle et pLinaey groblens of atates-
side units are non-existanl at Matratin,

C. oSafety

1. Safety at Matratin is, as everywhere, a constant challenge. The
majority of the safety problems are the same a5 any Coast Guard unit. A
few problems requiring extra caution are the lsrpe number of polsonous snakes,
extremely hazardous road conditions and adaptation to survival inthe desert.

D. HRelation ith Ioesl Milithry Bomnands and Qivil Officials
s there i el imi Lo, pelstiovehic with elbher Loco)l ndlivory op
eivil oppanizut g, W llers are no military oakallatlons inw® immediate

apea of thizs Stnldon.
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Chapter YTl - Words of Wisdom for Reliefs

8, MNGeneral

1. Tt isn't as bad as the stories you hear. Not Cuits

' He Advanee Prepsrations

|

! 1. Opder subseriptions to any magszines you personally desire. For
| example, a personal copy of "Playboy" would be nice or mzybe you'ro a car
' buff and would like to get a copy of Motor Trend and ete,

2. Take care of all business matiers prior to leaving CONUS, It can
be very difficult by mail.

| 3. TIf poziible, order desired Institute Courses prior to departing
CONTS,

", What to Bring

1. All clothing recuired for s year tour of duty. It you will be
golng ihrough Naples during winter, bring some winter clothning,.

2. Most personal comfort items (exs shaving supplies, etec.) are avail-
able in the station exchange. OUther larger items can be ordered from the
AFEZ at Wheelnz Air Base.

MNe DMirections Enroute

————

1. oobriety and attention to instructions given by transportation
‘parsonnel are of the utmo:st importance if you are to have a trouble free
itrin sbrosd,



