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CHAPTER 1

HISTORY OF STATION

l, Geo and Climate: French Frigate Shoals is located 500 miles
West<Northwest of Honolulu, Hawaii. Tern Island, the home of French
Frigate Shoals Loran Transmitting Station, makes up just one part of the
nine little islands which comprise the whole of French Frigate Shoals,

The Shoals in turn comprise the approximate middle pertion of the finger-
like extension called the Hawaiian Archepelipgo which extends to Midway and
Kure Islands. As is true of the Archepligo the shosl area began as a result
of volcanic action, whichk while erupting from its ocsan bed, continued to
spew lava upwards until it broke the surface, extending the crater many
hundreds of feet above the ocean. With the vclecanc finally extinet, the ocean
began the continuing process of ercsion, wearing away the crater, finally
all but removing it. The only portion of it still remaining is La Perouse,
the 122 foot sentinel and land mark of the arsa. As the ocess was wearing the
crater away, the denizens of the deep which in death form coral were
building up the small islands which comprise the Shosals, What might have
been a volcanic crater eighteen miles across is now only a scattered

group of sand and coral islands. The excellent weather that is the rule

is a redeeming factor in the isolation of French Frigate Shoals,

Brilliant sunshine prevails with occasional rain sgualle, When winter
comes the squalls get longer and more frequent., Prevailing trade winds

of 15 kmots keep the station comfortable and free of flies and mosquitoes.
The temperature is generally in the 70'a during the day with cooler nights,

2. Discov e_1¥ A Frenchman is respomslble for the dlscovery of this area,
hepce the natural evolvament of ths ﬁame- Jeazn Franceis de Galup, Comte
de la Perouse, a famous explorer of the Hawsiian Pacific Area, literally
stuwibled across the Shoals while on a voyage in the Pacific. On November
6th, 1786, Le Comte was sailing briskly along in his flagship, the
mﬂUSBDIE, accompanied by the ASTROLABE, Two dawe prior, the ships had
coms upon Necker Island and were continuing west. To quote from his
narrative of the events, "Since our departurs {rom Monterey, we had never
experienced a finer night, or a more pleasant gea; but this tranquillity
of the water was among the circumstances which had nearly proved fatal
to us, Toward half past one in the morning we ssw bresakers at the distance
of two cable lengbha shead of my ship. From the smoothness of the sea
they made scarcely any noise, and some foam was perceptible orly at
distant intervals, Ths ASTROLABE was & little farther off, but she saw
them at the same instant as myself. Both vesssels immediately hauled on
the larboard, and stood with their heads south-southssst; and as they
made way during the maneuver, our nearest distance from the breakers
could not, I conceive, be more than & cable's length,® The Comte made

a very careful survey of the ares the next day and on that day christened
it “Basse desFregates Francais™, the shosl of the French Frigates, “it
had nearly proved the final termination of our voyage.®
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There is no record of any sariler inhksbitants of this area. Necker
Island, the island discovered two days earlier by de Oalup, was inhabl-
ted by early Polyneslans and relics of religious ceremonies have been
found. Evidently, these islands were never used for any purpose until the
twentlieth century, The only inhsbitants asem to have been birds and seals.
Both these former residents still predominate. Until this century, French
Frigate Shoals was just a passive witness to the passing of tims,

(The name was adopted officially by the United States Geographic Board
on October 1, 1924.) The Provisicnal Govermment of Hawall leased the

area for twenty five years in 1894, On July 13, 1895 it formally was
made a pavt of the Republic of Hawaii by Captain J. 4, King, In 1898

it was included among the islands acquired by the United States whem
Hawall became a territory. In 1909, it was made & part of the Hawalian
Islands Bird Reservationj a function it still serves, A 1923 awrvey

of the islands indicated that the total area of the pgroup comprised

Lé acres, 17 of which were covered with sparse grass and other low
vegatation, a total of mix species of herba and vinse, The highest
elevation was twelve feet. The population consistad of thousands of

sea birds, most of them terms. It was on this 1523 expedition that

the islands were given their present names., Term Island dsrived it's name
White Term which can be found roosting in the Horsetall Pines

t of the barracks., Some of the other islands names are East Island,
Island, Whale Island, and Disappesring Island. Ths shosls form a
crescent with La Perouse Pinnacle in the center. 0fficially, this
is part of the City and County of Honolulu but has been adminlstered
turn by the Departmenta of Agriculture, Defense and Treasury.

e« Island Construction: Term Island's inhabsted history began with the
nt of World War Ll. The Japansse wers the firsh to discover the
tactical possibilitiss of controlling thfa arsa, They used the Shoals

as a submarine rendezvous and for refusling zeaplanes, Tha seaplanes
continued eastward for nulsance raids on the big islsnds and to locate
the ships of our Navy. There wers also big plans o btuild & launching
pad here for another attack on Pearl Harbor, Our Neavy, at the sams time,
was developing plane for the invasion of Midway. Admirel Nimits ordered -
two destroyers and two AVPs shead to scout the shoals and establish

a U. 8, base of operations;, sufficient to provids s landing strip for
carrier aircraft. Two months after the second attempt - wnsuccessful
this time - on Pearl Harbor on U March 1942 three Japaress submarines
crulsed into the area to find ths AVP= resting at anchor with cur sea-
planes in the alr controlling the Sheals, No futhsr Japansse activities
were reported in this arsa., Tern Island at tha time resembled a amall
crescent, It was approxmately 100 feet long and perhaps 8C fset wide.
The Seabeas started construction; first reshaping the lsland indo lte
present carrier-like appsarance, The Seabees bulldored the island out
of the coral, placed steel pilings arcund the perimestsr and esteblished
gun emplacements, The total length of the rummay was 3,100 fest and

the width of the island had increased to 410 fset. During the construction,
the crew remained anchored off the south shore im barges,
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CHAPTER 2
STATION ROUTINE

l. Or gation: The Commanding Officer, assisted by two chief petty offi-
cers and a first class petty officer, operates the station just as any

other command functiona. The BMC zcts as executive officer and island
manager and is responsible for the daily routine and maintenance of build-
ings and the runway. His duties also include supervision of the training
program and head of the deck department, The ETC is the head of the
electronics department and is responsible for operation and maintenance

of all electronics equipment, and control of slectronics spares and supply.
The EN1 is responsible for the cperaticm of the engineering department,
vehicles attached, and fire fighting equiptment, The HMl acts as medical
officer and administrative assistant to the commanding officer. If a
seaman is available who wishes to strike for storekeeper, he is assigned
as supply assistant to the BMC.

2. Personnel Allowance:

(a) Officerss 1 = LTJG Total 1
(b) Enlisteds 1 - EMC
1 = ETC

ET1l

s
:

csl

-
4

1l = HML
ENL

-
i

2 - BT2
1 - EM2
1« ET3
1 - ETN3
1w B3
L = SN/SA

FN,/FA Total 18
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3e Buildings and Functions:

(a) Barracks Building: The barracks building contains 10 bedrooms,
sickbay, galley, office and library. The crew's roams are two men rooms
equipped with single beds, desk and lockers, The office and library are
located in the east end of the bullding. Formerly, the CO and CPO quarters
were adjacent to the office, but they are now locatsd in the air conditlioned
trailers just east of the barracks. On ths west and of the barracks are
the galley and mess deck, Lthougﬁ the barracks 1s 22 years old, it was
completely renovated in 1964 and Is in good shape.

(b) Signal Power Buildine: The signal power building, constructed
in 1964, is located 100 yards east of the barracks bullding and contains
the Loran A timers, tranamitvers, amplifisrs, loran C monitor receivers,
radio beacon timers znd tranamiiters, elsctronics spares, and the engine
room, This station operates as a double pulse master on Loran A rates
216 and 2L7 and the slaves are Kaual anc Joanston Island, Output power
is 1,000 KW and the antenna ia a 125 foot aluminur tower located just east
of the signal power building, The loran recseiving antasna is located
between the barracks and recreation hall, In addition, this station is
monitor for the Central Pacific Loran C chain, Rate SHj. The Loran C
master is on Johnston Island with slaves on Kure and Hewail Ialands.
Thare are three receivers provided and ths anternwa 15 ca the recreation
hall, The radio beacon transmits code FSS cn 320 koo continuously and
the antenna is sbout 500 feet east of the lorar transmitting antenna,
Primary communications are furnished with two 1,700 watt transmitters,
This station is equipped with radio teletype equipment giving rapid communi-
cations with Radis Honoiulu (NMD). A hign fraquency transceiver is installed
for ship/shors trafflc and to malataln uf*an-L aticre with Central Pacific
Loran chein, A diasl thone systam ig insnallad for Intra station use, Three
portable FM transceivers sr= nrovided for amall boal communications, This
station is equipped with four GM 6-71 60KW generators. In normal operation,
@y generators ars on ths line in pe=allal, Alss instslled in the engine
Tobm are two distilling wnite thes ars ussd when ingufficient water is obtained
from the catchment system oz the rocfs of the re¢ hall, barracks, and signal
power building, Watar 15 slased iz fivs 10,500 gsl_on wooden tanks and a
30,000 gallon rubbsr tazk,.

() Recreation Hall: The recreation hall is located on the west end of the
island and iz the center of Wiiterty time¥ "TE'I-"""“ o2 The main room is a
recreation room and movie hall with a permarantly installed cinemascope screen,
Algo there is3 a walght 1ifting room and desk r:m. 4Joeta%, the station beer
hall, ia also in the rec hall, Thie i probably ths only mahogany paneled bar
on sny loran station and waa bnilt Sy station persoonel, The statlon boat
house 13 next tec the rec hali and provides storags for the two 16 foot boats
assigned.

L Daily Routine: The working day starts at CB0O with quarters and colors.
At 1300 driils anc/or instructioms are held, Work is generally secured at
1500 for athlatica. Thesze usually consist of volleyball, swimming and water
skiing. QGeneraily a P day work week prevails with material inspection held
on Thursday morming at 1000, If the work load permits, holiday routine is
held Thursday afterncons sfter departure of the logistics flight.



CHAPTER 3

LOGISTICS

lo General: The station is normally supplied by a weekly FAA logistics
flight from the FAA Nose Dock, Honolulu International Airport. This

flight carries commissary storss, cantesn stock, meil passangers, and

general stores, Fuel and heavy non-pricrity items sre delivered semi-annually
by the CGC EUKUI or buoy tenders while servicing aide to navigation,

2. Source cof Suppliss:

(a) General Storess The standard federsl stock supply system is used
with requisitions being submitted to CGSD Honolulu, CGSC Alameda, NSC Pearl
Harbor, GSA Supply Center Honolulu, or GSA San Francisco.

(b) Commissary Storss: All commissary stores are furnished by the
general mess at Coast Cuard Base Honolulu,

(c) MF&&M: All electroniss requisitions are submitted
to CCGDLL (eee) for funding, The normal sources of supply are CGSD Honolulu
and CGSC Brooklyn.
3s Transportation:

(&) Alrerafts AU pecsounel arviving or departing the station are
passengers ont tha weeidly log flight which currerily utilizes a DC3 aircraft.
Special log flights are scheduled when a hsswy backelog of supplies occurs
or fur medical evacustiom or other spscisl persommel transportation.

(b) Vehicle: The station is provide with two (2) M37B trucks.

(c) Boats: Ome 16 foob outbosrd and a 16 food inboard are assigned for
recraation and local SAR duties, =

Lo E?P’ Ths crew is psid semi-monthly by check and these checks are usually
deposited to ths Individual canteen accounts.
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CHAPTER i

GENERAL INFORMATION

-de Canteent The commanding orfficer meintains s camteee: account much the
same as an sxchange, except that all purchases ars on & credit basis,

The canteen msintains a stock of rear, soda, tobasco and toilet articles,
Special axchange 1tem2 sue ondemed fram the logistic coordinator at Coast
Guard Supply Depoc Honeolulu op mail orTder Nowseoe 1les8 are paid ror oy
checks written by the commandirg officer on the cantesr check sccount and
the individuals canteen account is adjusted sccordingly. Stampa and money
orders are also charged to cantesn accounis,

2e Recreatiorn: Recrestion facilities at French Frigate Shoals are qulte
varied, The sea provides skin diving, fishing, water skiirg and swimming

on the beach behind the barracks., The rasfs thst #urecund the island offer
Llﬂag parrot fish, and lobeter for the skin diver, The surrounding waters
hold vlus, tuns, paplc, and sea turtle. Thars is ar sllspurvoss recreation
court between the rec hall =nd barracks equipped for tennis, volleyball
basketball, and badminton. MNightly movisa are shown iz the rac hall, The
library is well furnished with papsrback nowvsls, al*hcuph nww contributions
are always appreciated, The rec hall has pingepong, pcol t4bls and weight
]J_ft:l.ng Eear.

3s Amateur Radio Scation: The ham statiom is located in the reck hall, and is

equipped for working phone patches to the mainland,

Lo ensatory Absence: Compensatcry absancs 42 accurad at the rate of Zx
days p&r morth whils on dsols*ad duvy. Thie may be tsken a3 accured, provided
personnel strength dosa nod drop below 1% of authordzed strength. Since
there 1s only one plans par week, compenss must be taksr in groups of T days.

Se Clothirg: Uniform for E5 srd bhelow ia dmgerses, work shoes and chambrey
shirts dl..ring the wirtes, with cot-nff ®hemmed¥ wp shorts &nd tennis shoes

permitted durdng the summsr., Bius ball csps ars =t.53'=1&.rd Uniform for E7
and ahove is wosk k.na.k'l -r'..i" shorss permitted duzing the summer, Civilian
clothing i1z worn whes off duty. Bermuds n;“u ‘ath.rg gult and other
summer type clcothing iﬂ racommerisce Dard ing rhe winter, temperatures remain
rild, but heavy winds make = swsa‘er o wirdbraakes ne :essary in the evenings.
Wallington type boote ars good peotsotion from the sand burss which predominate
the ialand, but ars not neceassary Lf Wboondockers® s woim. Uniform for

cdal occasicans is troplial whits long wlth ritbais.

6o FPersonal Ef fectss Smokers ars sdvised ‘.-: I 'L_ g 2 wseks supply of cigarettes
or tobaszo, as thess 1tams most be ordered 2y <hs individual from the canteen.
Any hebbies shouwld be brought aleng, specs _tw—"r.n tirge Though there is some
fishing equipment znd skin diving equipmeal (mesks, flirpers and snorkels)

on board, 1% is usaiily In heavy demand and en enthuziass of these sports

would be wize to bring his own equt pmepe,  Many persornel find a small
pertable baps recorder to be helpfil ir correspending with relatives, Any-

one wishing to bring raccrd albums i.s-. encauraged to do 3o, as the station

has zn excellant sterso record playes.



EQZS\LJ\

BOAT HOUSE ——\ i

il

—— BOAT HOIST

AN

STRUCTURES

P73 7| CONCRETE WALKS & SLABS

.
Enﬁpﬁ% BLDG, |l
3 /x//xfxxx/_,//x?./xx/ |

RECREATION COURT &
AIRCRAFT PARKING




RUNWAY

|.-..1..}...|.-.1.1__||... -

i *

i e

[ I..I - -
I

L R PR P

A o

O

Tt s ' i T T R .r\z

Ov, 10,000 GAL.

.....l _H._._u.H__HHﬂm

mH_E.._ h.H__

._. mH.E_

gV/T

-

mmhmi m.Hr.E.l

GALLEY-MESS :

-

N

N— LAUNDRY

" B ANTENNA

PUMP HOUSE I.xo O

N~ moazme

@ ANTENNA

SIS

&1 ANTENNA

Se2




RUNWAY

M RADIOBEACON  \

TRANSMITTING 3
o—0
ﬁ..i...m”ﬁ“b ﬂ

M
@
f,,ﬁf

b

s \x
rd \\ e
\ _— ol
TRANSMITTING e
\. ANTENNA 1 :

L
=
o







