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Official Coast Guard unit set up in desert

By Todd G. Dickson
© . OftheSurNows
The landscape surrounding the Loran-C
pavigational signal station is as dry and
desolats as the desert southeast of La
Mesagets, ;
But Wednesday, there were dress blue
“uniforme -aplenty - for commissionin
‘ceremonies to make the Long Range Ai
to Navigation tranemitter an official
Coast Guard unit. ‘
I.1/About 40 people — & mixture of Coast
 Guard offteers, officials, family members
U aiid interested others — attended the
‘caternony -in which- stationpersonnel
. veceived their orders and flags were run
up a pole that was dwaﬁ:d by the
750.foot-tall, orange and white
{ransmitter antenna. '
The irony of an arm of the Coast Guard
setting in a place of almost no water
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Goest Guardoficils sa he cesgrt ransmiterstatonfilsa
mid-continental gap of  nationwide navigational network,
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moets of Sen, Jeff Bingaman's Las. the ransmitter station fills 8 ho gaid, computer techiiglogy:

" Craces office ead a statement from the ;mid-continentaligap of ationwide fpanem o R g

New Mexico Democrat that included the: ' navigational twogk. Firat .Tgreated to h‘lnnmltterstahonmﬂmmqg
~comment: ‘T would like to. take the.

opportunity to welcome the Coast Guard
to the desert.” Tl ML
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Tate arrival of Las Cruces city officials at

the very end of the ceremonies, City

commissioner John Haltom joked that
their car-lacked the precise navigating
gbilities of the Loran system,
“Whatever went on, we agree with it,”
said Mayor Pro Tem Henry R. Benavidez.

LY

i ,.. o
Nevertheless, Coast Guard officials say

iffrences i the e sigals, oid
CoePertyCamplell

The sigriél sent out by the Loran system
isofa ﬂ%@-m.ﬁn s close to the
ground, making 1t ideal: for: lowdlying
planes, Campbell ssid Althougts: the $3
million tranemittér is @ complek ystem,
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. Station Chief Robert Fintad:said: the

guide ships lackingland or sky references, b of people atending the guard
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the Loran system has become useful 1./ giotion  commissioning? pgmmy} .
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small ircrafts lying over the continent, ’,

" Onee fully operational by the middle o
this month, plane equipment will pick up
the Las Cruces signal with Loran signals
from Boise City, Okla., and Raymondville,
Texas, Because the signal is exactly timed
within a variance of 20-50 nanoseconds,
the pilots or plane equipment can
triangulate their position by time
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probably the [inost, people
station will everges,” -

An estimated 100,000 general aviation
aircraft in the United States are able to
use the Loran system, (

With the addition of the Las Cruces
station, its signal covers much of the
Southwest, Campbell said, including
northern Mexico.
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