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From: Commanding Officer, U.S. Coast Guard Loran Station Kargaburun TU
To: Commander, U.S. Coast Guard Activities, Europe

Subj: DIESEL CONTAMINATION OF LOCAL WATER WELLS NEAR KARGABURUN

1. On approximately 07 MAY 89, a group of ten local Turkish residents from the
village surrounding Lorsta Kargaburun voiced their concern over the contamination
of their water wells with diesel fuel. It was their belief that these wells

were being contaminated with fuel leaking from the station's tanks and underground
pipes.

2. LTJG STEPHANOS and I visited their homes, inspected the wells, and collected
a sample of the fuel. Upon further analysis, the sample seemed to be completely
free of sediment and was of a grade equal to, or better than, the diesel used

at the station. We concluded that if the diesel had indeed been leaked from

the station's fuel system, there could be no possible way that it would not

have picked up some sediment in the 500 meter trek to the wells. The group

of Turks acknowledged this idea, however they held firm to their belief that

the station was somehow contaminating their wells.

3. During the week of 29 MAY 89, the underground pipes leading from the fuel
tanks to the day tank were uncovered for inspection. No leaks were observed
by station personnel. On 08 JUN 89, the U.S. Air Force Fuel Supply Manager
from Ankara, Mr. Erol Yilmaz, inspected the tanks and underground pipes. He
also found that there were no leaks present in the system. I requested that
he draft a letter to the local residents explaining the situation and the
results of his inspection. A copy of his letter is attached as Enclosure (1).
The English translation is attached as Enclosure (2). This letter will be
distributed to the local residents as soon as possible.

. A. AGNONI

Encl: (1) Mr. Erol Yilmaz ltr (Turkish version)
(2) Mr. Erol Yilmaz 1ltr (English version)
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SAYIN KARGABURUN SAKINLERI,

@8-06-87 TARIHINDE ANKARA'DAN SENELIK AKARYAKIT 7£FTI INI
YAPHAK fCIN AHERIKAN SAHIL MUHAFAZA BIPLICINE CELDIM "BIiR-
LIGIN KUMANDANI TEGHEN CAHPAGNGNI BANA S1ZiN EVLERINIZDE
BULUNAN SU KUYULARINIZA BIPLIGIN YAKIT TANKLARINDAN HMAZOT
SIZINTISI OLDUGU ICIN “IVAVETTE BULUNDUGUNUZU PILDIRDI
BILDIGINIZ GIBI BIRLIKTEKI YAKIT TANKLARI TOPRAK U-7UDUP VE
SIZINTI KONTROLU (OK KOLAYDIR. TANKLARDA SIZINTI GOREMEDIH
BUNUNLA YETINMEYIP YAKIT TANKINDAN JENERATORLERE GIDEN BORU-
LARIN GECTIFI )ERLEPI JKAZDIRTTIN. BORULARDA HERHANGI BIP
SIZINTI YADA AKINTI GOPEHEDIH BU KONUDA SIZE HER TURLU
TEMINATI VEPEBILIRiH BIRLIK KUMANDANINDAN DUYDUGUMA GORE
CIVARINIZDA FUEL oIt ILE ISINAN EVLER VARHIG. KUYUNUZDA BU-
LUNAN MAZOT BUYUV BIR IHTIHALLE BU EVLERIN YAKIT TESISATIN-
DAN SIZIYOR OLABILIR. QILINDE BU CIVAR EVLERDEKI YAKIT TANK-
LARINDA VE BORULARINDA BIR ARASTIRMA YAPTIRMANIZI TAVSIYE
EDERIM

SAYGILARIMLA.
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EROL Y1ILMAZ,
LOJISTIK AKARYAKIT HD.
ANKARA

Right People. Right Mission. Right Now.
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Kargaburun Area Residents,

I came to the Unites States Coast Guard station at Kargaburun in order

to carry out the annual fuel inspection on 08 JUN 89. LTJG COMPAGNONI,

the Commanding Officer of the station, informed me that you voiced concern
over diesel fuel leaking from the station's tanks. As you know, the fuel
tanks of the station are above ground and inspecting them for leakage is
very easy. I did not see any leaks from the tanks. 1 was not satisfied
with this however, and I requested that all of the underground fuel pipes
be uncovered for inspection. I did not see any leaks from these pipes,
either. You can be most assured that your problems are not due to leaks
from the station's fuel tanks and pipes. According to information given
to me by the Commanding Officer, some houses in the area are heated by
diesel fuel. The o0il contaminating your wells may be coming from the
fuel systems of one or more of these houses. I recommend that you carry
out an inspection of the fuel tanks and pipes of these nearby homes.

Respectfully,
/lsl]
Erol Yilmaz

Fuel Supply Manager
Ankara



