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Commanding Officer BRRRMRSSw, 5
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OLS ~27 February, 1950
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To: Commander, First Coast Guard Distrighc F_=

From: Commanding Officer, LTS Battle Harbor, Labrador.

A

Via: Representative, Commander, lst CG District, Argentia, Nfld.

ol

Subj: Damage to LTS Battle Harbor by fire; Report of

1. The following is a chronological account of the evenissrelating to
subject matter: All times are plus three and one half zone loeal time.

1143 - Dowd, Daniel J. passed down passage way to Loran ‘shack and noticed
nothing unusual.

1145 - YURRAY, Paul (272-365)ET3 in passing engine roam on way to loran shack
%hnught he smelled smoke, looked in the work shop/ and“engine room but could

see no signs of smoke or fire so continued on way %o loran shack and relieved
watch. He did not mention the incident. )

1146 - BUCKLESS, Roy R. (285-122)SN was relieved.by MURRAY, in passing engine
roon also detected smell of smoke, investigated, but could see no signs of
smoke or fire in engine room or work shop. He continued on to messhall for

late chow. He did not mention incident.

1200 - LEPINE, Armand A. (273-325)SM™ passed down passage way, also thought

he smelled smoke. He looked into the’ engine room but not the work shop, could
see nothing wrong, so continued on, to loran shack. He did not mention incident.
1215 - 1545.7z Power failure, cemplete black out. Power safety alarm in EN
quarters signaled engine failure. WILKEY, Robert J.(269-801)ENCA started for
engine room immediatsly meeting ROBINSON, Claude A.(217-541)ETC in galley, both
entered passageway but were unable to continue more than about seventy-five feet
before being forced back )by dense smoke. ROBINSCON returned to quarters section
and passed the alarm to Commanding Officer and those members of the crew attend-
ing a special moyie showing. WILKEY, meanwhile, had continued to the engine-
room outside, the south side of the passageway being covered with snow drifts,
he crossed over to the north side and succeeded in reaching the outside deoor

to the entrance to the work shop. Upon opening the door he was met by a solid
wall of fllame, so closing the door he returned to assist in moving fire equipt-
ment. The Alarm being passed all hands carrying every available type of fire
fighting equiptment forced their way through waist high snow on south side of
passageway, there being no clear access to the north side due to smoke filled
passageway, Upon arrival at the scene I found smoke issuing from from every
crack in the passageway and buildings at the eastern end of the station. [lames
had already broken through the roof of the engine room and connected passage
way and were beiny fanned by a NW wind of 35 knots velocity forcing the flames
and dense smoke down the short ( about BO foot ) passage to loran shack, and
making any attempt to salvage equiptment or spare parts, in the opinion of the
C.0. excessively dangerous, so was not attempted. Some personal gear was sal-
vaged through the rear door to the technicians quarters. The men on watch had




no indication of a fiTe until the outside door leadingeinto the passageway had

was opened, but were busy with the aid of a battle lantern making the necessary

ad justments to the loran equiptment in preperation to going back on the air. The
door was opened to allow some light to enter and the passage was found to be fillsd
with smoke. An attempt was made to sound the alarm but the power being off the
alarm was useless, as was the telephone due possibly to the shorting of the wires.
The equiptment room was immediately filled with smoke forcing the operators to

the outside. Men were dispatched to the isolated hut where the dynamite is stored
for dynamite to blast the passage way. The fire fighting equiptment on hand being
of no use on a fire of such magnatude (i.e., hand CO2's, hand water extinguishers,
and water buckets). When the necessary equiptment was assembled, the flames forced
by the high wind and blowing directly towards the loranshack group had.made the
saving of these buildings impossible. Therefore the first charge of dynamite was
placed on the fire side of the fire wall in the passage way. An attempt was made

to salvage some stores from the storeroom by way of an outside windew but here
again dense smoke was deterring factor and flames had already reached the passage
entrance to the storeroom. The blast shattered the passage way but to make certain
another charge was placed on the opposite side of the fire wall in case it should
not stop the flames. A hole was made into the passage #Ao-enable ROBINSON to close
the metal door in the fire wall. The wall aided by hand extinguishers and the blast
held the fire. A message was sent by messenger to the !arconi station in the vil-
lage of Battle Harbor notifying the apropréate muthorities. Emergency quarters were
set up in the Mess hall with an oil stove for neat and a temporary arrangement to
enable food to be prepared on the galley rangev All water lines were drained and
water for cooking and drinking secured from the“well by bucket and line.

2. An examination of the damage reveals .that all of the station from the fire
wall east is a total loss. This includes a storercom with a quantity of provisions,
stationery supplies, recreational gear and GSK stores. The engine room with power
plants and tools, spare parts, and warious equiptment stored there. The carpenter
shop and tools, technicians quarters with some personal gear. Loran shack, all
equiptment and spare parts. Only the antemna tuning unit and transmitting antenna
were left standing. The receiving antenna of course was not touched since it is
located at the opposite'end of the station.

3. No persomnel were imnjured and adequate temporary quarters have been set up.
Provisions on hand will last approximately three weeks, and more will be secured
btefore that timel

4. It is'my belief that everything possible that could have been done under the
circumstances was done,and I have no complaint to make of the actions of any of the
personnel attached. While it is true that the men passing the engine room and tho-
ught they smelled smoke should have reported it (as instructed in Station Order

WO0. 1), they did investigate and seeing nothing wrong, thought no more of it.

5. Outside of salvage of some tools and fittings, nothing is being done pending
an inspection by a board of inquiry, or investigation.

A Ehacc

Louis E. Price
LTJG USCG
Commanding
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CO, CGLTS, Battle Hrbr, Lab, to
Comdr,, First CG District B i,

Ind-1 WESZiviesr,

Rep., C1CGD - mafSeol,

Argentia, Nfld. 2 la'fjm95#15ﬂ
Ist C. G, CicirICT

From: HRepresentztive of Comdr., lst CG District, argentia, N{ld.
To: Conmander, First Coast Gusrd Uistrict

Subj: Deamage to LTS battle Hurbor by fire; Heport of
1. Forwarded.,

PR There is no available means of heolding a board of Imgesticzation
concerning the f ire, before the arrival of a vessel gt~fattle harbor,
which, with normal ice condit ions expected may not Ogcur Before late
spring. If 4 board at thzat time is desired it if réguested that it be
convened by Commender, First Coast Guerd Dis{ydc®, with personmnel
attached to the ship which goes to Sattle Harbow,
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From: Commanding Officer, LTS Battle Harbor,
To: Commander, First Coast Guard District MA-
Via: Coast Guard Representative, lst CG District, Argentia, Nfld.

Subj: Analysis of possible point of origin and cause of recent firej report of

Ref: (a) €1CGD/D 091638Z Varch, 1950
(b) Wy letter of 27 February, 1950, on subject Matter

1. A careful study of the facts pertaining to the recent fire, reveals, that
its point of origin must have been in the engine room, ‘the connected work shop
or the adjoining passage way. The reason for the seeming vagueness is that these
three are really one building, and when I arrived at,the scene the flames were
already breaking through the roof of the pagsage way and the adjoining work shop
and engine room. Since I arrived at the scere\within one minute after the alarm,
the fire would have to have been burnibg for some time in order to fill the
passage with heavy smoke and burn through\ the roof.

2. The probtable cause of the fire \is much more difficult to determine.
There was an oil stove in the work shop, but since this was on a Sunday, there
was no work being done in the shop and the stove was not burning. There were

| shelves of regular engineers supplies, tools, spare parts, and the like in the

| work shop, but no especially combustible materials. There were two outboard
motors in an attic like space above the engines where they are always stowed
for the winter months, alse a special tank for lubricating oil, but these were
not within range of the heat from the engire exhausts. On my regular weekly
inspection of the areathe day before, I found it to be clean and free of oil
soaked rags or other dangerous materials.

3. In the entrance way to the work shop there was an empty oxygen and ace-
| tylene cylinder~and a safety can with two gallons of gasoline. This particular

space is well ventilated however and the snow, that drifts through the cracks,

had beemr~cleaned out the morning of the fire. All other oils, gasoline, and

the like are stowed on an outside platform some thirty feet from the buildings,

being| to'windward, this was not reached by the flames.

4. . It is jthe belief of the ETC, ENCA and myself, that the most probable
cause of the fire was the wiring, or rather the type of wiring used and the
apparent abandon with which it was run anywhere and everywhere. This situation
was one of the things that I was going to request that the District have cor-
rected this next summer. It looks as though every year new lines have been
added, and some of the replaced old ones just left hanging loose. This has

been remedied wherever engountered, but the whole station should be rewired,

and conduit should be used where appropriate.. e i i

5. The above is the best explanation of the cause and point of origin of

the recent fire that I am able to make from the facts and caz%iiﬁz:f known to me.

Lnu 8 E. Frice, LTJG USCG
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CO, CGLTS, Battle Hrbr, Lab. to
Comdr., First CG District

Ind=l
Rep., C1CGD CG=606
hrgentia, Nfld. 23 March, 1950

From: Representative of Comdr., lst CG District, Argentia, Nfld.
To: Commander, First Coast Guard District

Subj: analysis of possible point of origin ami cause of recent fire;
report of

Forwarded,

J./A., GLYNN

Ind-? ) April, 1950
File: o = €01

From: Commander, First Coast Guard District
Tot  Commandant (OSU)

Forwarded, with inclosure, A formal board of investigation will be held
when tender visits this locaticn-in’the Spring.

Teona L. B. OLSON
Letter (original)“of CO LTS,
Battle Harbor, 27 February, 1950,
with lst indorsement of Rep.lst CGDist.

Argentia dated 2 March, 1950,



COMDRe, 1 COD, Besteon, f

d1i-123 RECENVED ““‘R 281950 (1)

26 Apr 1, 1950

From; Commnder, First Coast Guard Distriet
Tos Captain Williem B, Chiswell, U. S. Coast Guard

Subj: Fire at Coast Guard Loran Transmitting Stetiom, Battle Harbor,
labrador on 26 February, 19603 convening order for board of
investigation

rafsy sl) Artiele 900, Coast Guard Courts and boards
b) Article 908, Coast Cuard Courts and Hoards
(e) Article 834, Coast Guard Courts and Doerds

le A beard of investigation consisting of vourself as sole member
is hereby orilered to convene at the Coast (uard Lorsn Tranemitting
Station, Battle Harber, Labrador, or such other plsce as practieable,
as soon as practicable for the purpose of inquiring inte the fire which
osourred at that statiom on 26 Pebruary, 1950.

24 Among other things the board will examine and inquire into the
nature and extent of the fire; the nature snd extent of deamages caused

by the firejy the nature and extemt of persomal injuries, if any; the
cause of the fires whether or not any personnel were negligent, and if

#0, whoj ani the nature and extewt and estimeted cost of necessary repairs
and replacements resulting from the fire.

3e The prooeedings of the board will be in mccordance with Coast

Guard Courts and “cards, 1936 (as amended)s Upon campletion of the
inquiry, the board will sulmit in quadruplicate a record of its proceodings,
whieh r ecord will inelude appropriate findings of faet, opinions, and
recomaendeti ong.

4o The executive officer, USCGC SORRFL is directed to furnish the
necessary clerionl assistance.

Le Be OLSON

CCa

Hy (08V)
E‘GLH. Battle Harbor

“mmz

229



TREASURY DEFPARTMENT
U.5. COAST GUARD
CG-9837 (Rav. 4-49)

FROM: BUDGET DIVISION, PLANNING & CONTROL STAFF

ROUTING SHEET CONTROL NUMBER

e |
!iue OF RELEASE

UDGE T Divs
IMPORTANT RECE VIS
I. This request must be forwarded promptly so that the Chief, Budget Division
may take final action on the matter without unnecessary delay. If this re-
quest is referred to an office not listed in the following routing, call §
5308. If it is necesasary to delay submitting a recommendation on this re- WW 12 "
quest, detach carbon copy of form, note reason for delay,and return copy lu 3#

to Chief, Budget Division.

2. Final a on on allotting funds and approving or disapproving expenditures
will be Jtaken by the Chief, Budget Division. Letters, dispatches, ete.,
to this effect will be prepared for his signature.

TRTGIRATOR .OF REQUEST

DATE OF REQUEST

DISTRICT: L r UNIT:
LETTER lnéHliFIEHIHtF' DISPATCH DiTE-Tlu&!nui;Fsuﬁ!TiR :E!;TIFICITIM E%EH;meEi‘ OTHER REQUEST FORMS

APPROPRIATION & SUBHEAD AMOUNT REQUESTED

SUBJECT

lieplace four buildinge and construct one adiitiend

ROOM d
ROUT ING oR OFFICE OR |DATE OF |DATE OF T T) W, F—— m’tm
ORDER STATION| DIVISION |RECEIPT |RELEASE

1. 65 Ck

2. [7-8: |GEBsl

2a. GH6-6
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ferred to BU, FCV, §55,000, under subhead (43), and
»000, under subhead (42), have previously been allott-
for the restoratlan of this station,

Ce B. ARRINGTON
Chief, Budget Divisier

[5/25 |Forwarded approved. There is a requirement for the
continuing operation of this station,

R, M. ROSS
Chief, Alds to Navigation Div.

6/2 |Unit is operationally necessary. Approval recommended
subject to Engineering review,

S.H. EVANS
Aeting Assistant Chief,Cffice of Operatiss
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Boston 13, Massachusetts

Commander, First

Coast Guard District ¢

31 Way, 1950
File: 411 - 123

From: Commander, First Coast Guard District
To: LT Robert J. Carson, U.5.Coast Guard

Subj: Fire at Coast Guard Loran Transmitting Station, Battle Harber,
muxrm.mmmmm-t

Article 909. Coast Guard Courts and Boards
Article 884, Coast Guard Gourts and Boards

1. A board of investigation ucn-llting of yourself as sole member
is hereby ordered to convene at the Coast Guard Loran Transmitting
Station, Battle Harbor, Labrador, or such other places as practieable,
as soon as practidable for the purpose of im-ulring into the fire which
occurred at that station on 26 February, 1950,

i‘i 900, Coast Guard Courts and Boards

2 Among other things the board will examine and inquire inte the
nature and extent of the fire; the nature and extent of damages caused

by the fire; the nature and extent of persomal injuries, if any; the
cause of the fire; whether or not any personnel were negilgent, and if
80, whoj and the nature and extent and estimated cost of necessary repairs
and replacements resulting from the fire,

3. The proceedings of the board will be in accordance with Coast

Guard Courts and Boards, 1935 (as amended), Upon completion of the
inquiry, the hoard will submit in quadruplicate a record of its proceedings,
which record will include appropriate findings of fact, opinions, and
recommendaticns,

bhe The executive officer, USCCC SO'REL is directed to furnish the
necessary clerical assistance.

/ L. B, OLsSON
CCs
Ho( 0sv)

CGLTS Battle Harbor
SRREL
Personnel
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Command er,First Boston, Hassachusettis
Coast Guard District

31 May, 195
File: dli « 123

From: Commander, First Coast Guard District

Te:  Captain William B. Chiswell, U.8.Ceast Guard

Subj: Fire at Coast Guard Loran Transmitting Station, Battle Harber,
Labrader on 26 February, 1950; comnvening order for board of
investigation; cancellation of

Ref: (a) CCGD1 letter, 26 April, 1950 (dli-123)

Reference (a) is hereby cancelled and the board of investigation con-
sisting of yourself as sole member is hereby dissolved.

/ e B, OLSON
CCs \ '
Hq (0sU)

CGLTS, Battle Harber
S(RREL
Personnel
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Mr%y/

: Chief,lLegal Divisien - 23 August 1950
GH6-6/123
Chief,0f fiee of Operations

B/I 3532,covering fire at CG Loran Tranamitting Station, Battle Harbor,
Labrador on 26 February,1950

Forwarded, This office concurs with the proceedings, findinge of fact,opiniens,
and recommendations of the Board,

;‘;:
R.J. HAUERMAN

WEF/C 08U Keturn to 7-12
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