R 2919317 APR 10

ALCOAST 215/10

COVMDTNOTE 1650

SUBJ: ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE COAST GUARD OVERSEAS SERVI CE RI BBON

A. PERSONNEL MANUAL, COVDTI NST ML0O0O. 6 ( SERI ES)

B. MEDALS AND AWARDS MANUAL, COMDTI NST ML650. 25 ( SERI ES)

1. ON 28 OCT 2009, THE COMMANDANT OF THE COAST GUARD APPROVED THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE COAST GUARD OVERSEAS SERVI CE RI BBON ( OSR) .

2. ELIGBILITY CRITERI A:

A. ACTI VE DUTY MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD ON A PERMANENT
ASS|I GNVENT AND WHO SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETE A TOUR OF DUTY OF AT LEAST
12 MONTHS AT AN OVERSEAS SHORE BASED DUTY STATI ON OR ON- BOARD A
CUTTER PERMANENTLY ASSI GNED TO AN OVERSEAS AREA. REQUI RED TOUR
LENGTHS ARE DEFI NED | N REF (A).

B. 1 NACTI VE DUTY MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD RESERVE WHO ARE
PERMANENTLY ASSI GNED AND HAVE SATI SFACTORILY COVPLETED A M NI MUM OF
36 CUMULATI VE DAYS OF SERVI CE AT AN OVERSEAS DUTY STATI ON DURI NG
EACH 12 MONTH PERI OD OF THE REQUI RED TOUR LENGTH AS ESTABLI SHED BY
REFERENCE (A) FOR ACTI VE DUTY PERSONNEL. FOR ELI G BI LI TY PURPOSES,
TWO | NACTI VE DUTY FOR TRAI NI NG (I DT) PERI ODS EQUAL ONE DAY OF
QUALI FYI NG SERVI CE. TRAVEL TI ME DOES NOT COUNT.

C. RESERVI ST ON EXTENDED ACTI VE DUTY MJST FULFILL THE ACTI VE DUTY
SERVI CE REQUI REMENTS TO BE ELI G BLE FOR THE AWARD.

D. ACTI VE DUTY MEMBERS DEPLOYED | N SUPPORT OF CONTI NGENCY
OPERATI ONS ARE REQUI RED TO SERVE S| X MONTHS CONSECUTI VE OR 12
MONTHS CUMULATI VE AT AN OVERSEAS SHORE- BASED DUTY STATI ON OR ON-
BOARD A CUTTER PERMANENTLY ASSI GNED OVERSEAS | N THEATRE DI RECTLY
SUPPCORTI NG COVBAT OPERATI ONS.

E. RESERVI STS MOBI LI ZED AND ELI G BLE FOR THE ARMED FORCES RESERVE
MEDAL (AFRM W TH M DEVI CE ARE REQUI RED TO SERVE SI X MONTHS
CONSECUTI VE OR 12 MONTHS CUMULATI VE AT AN OVERSEAS SHORE- BASED DUTY
STATI ON OR ON- BOARD A CUTTER PERMANENTLY ASSI GNED OVERSEAS | N
THEATRE DI RECTLY SUPPORTI NG COVBAT OPERATI ONS.

F. OVERSEAS | S DEFI NED AS DUTY OUTSI DE THE UNI TED STATES,

I NCLUDI NG U. S. TERRI TORI ES AT SHORE BASED COMMANDS AND COAST GUARD
CUTTERS PERMANENTLY ASSI GNED TO AN OVERSEAS AREA. DUTY ON BOARD
U.S. BASED DEPLQOYI NG SHI PS OR UNI TS DCES NOT QUALI FY.

G PERSONNEL WHO RECEI VE OR ARE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE THE COAST
GUARD RESTRI CTED DUTY RI BBON CR AN AWARD FOR SI M LAR SERVI CE FROM
ANOTHER BRANCH OF THE ARMED FORCES ARE NOT ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE THE
COAST GUARD OVERSEAS SERVI CE RI BBON FOR THE SAME PERI OD. NO WAl VERS
OR EXCEPTI ONS ARE AUTHORI ZED.

H THE RI BBON MAY BE AWARDED RETROACTI VELY TO PERSONNEL WHO ARE
CREDI TED W TH COVPLETI ON OF A TOUR OF AT LEAST 12 MONTHS OF
OVERSEAS DUTY AT A SHORE BASED DUTY STATI ON. | NDI VI DUALS REQUESTI NG
AWARDS FOR SERVI CE PRI OR TO THE APPROVAL DATE OF THE AWARD ARE
ELI G BLE FOR THE I NI TI AL AWARD ONLY. PERSONNEL REQUESTI NG
VERI FI CATI ON OF THEI R ELI G Bl LI TY ARE RESPONSI BLE FOR PROVI DI NG
SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATI ON TO THEI R CURRENT UNI T COVMANDER TO
SUBSTANTI ATE ELI G BILITY FOR TH S AWARD.

3. SUBSEQUENT AWARDS OF THE COAST GUARD OVERSEAS SERVI CE RI BBON ARE
AUTHORI ZED FOR COMPLETI ON OF ADDI TI ONAL TOURS OF DUTY MEETI NG THE
REQUI REMENTS OF PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE. A THREE SI XTEENTH | NCH BRONZE
STAR |I' S AUTHORI ZED FOR EACH ADDI TI ONAL ELI Gl BLE PERI CD OF DUTY. A
THREE SI XTEENTH | NCH SI LVER STAR DENCTES A S| XTH AWARD.

4. AWARDI NG AUTHORI TY. COVMANDI NG OFFI CERS AND OFFI CERS | N CHARGE.



5. THE COAST GUARD OVERSEAS SERVI CE RI BBON W LL BE WORN AFTER THE
COAST GUARD RESTRI CTED DUTY RI BBON AND BEFORE THE COAST GUARD BASI C
TRAI NI NG HONOR GRADUATE RI BBON.

6. TH'S CHANGE W LL BE | NCORPORATED | NTO A FUTURE CHANGE TO REF
(B).

7. FOR COMMENTS AND QUESTI ONS CONTACT MS DENEEN DAY AT EMAIL
DENEEN. A. DAY( AT) USCG. M L OR CWO VI CTOR HUGHES AT EMAI L VI CTOR. E.
HUGHES( AT) USCG. M L.

8. RELEASED BY CURTIS B. ODOM DI RECTOR OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT.

9. | NTERNET RELEASE |S AUTHORI ZED.

Subj ect: RE: COAST GUARD OVERSEAS SERVI CE RI BBON

I would like to take this opportunity to clear up sone of the confusion
concerning the new Coast Guard Overseas Service Ri bbon. An Overseas
Service Ri bbon is a decoration of the United States military which

recogni zes those service nenbers who have perfornmed mlitary tours of duty
out side the borders of the United States of Anmerica.

There are different versions of the Overseas Service Ri bbons for each
mlitary service. Each Service has distinct criteria that delineates
eligibility. The Coast Guard's definition of "overseas" is duty outside
of the United States. Please note that Al aska and Hawaii and the U. S.
Territories of Puerto Rico, Northern Mariana Islands, US Virgin Islands,
Ameri can Sanpa and Guam are not eligible duty stations to be considered
for this award.

The Coast Guard's old policy did not authorize awardi ng the Overseas
Service Ribbon to reserve or active duty nenbers deployed in support of
contingency operations. Because the Navy's policy authorizes reservists
and active duty nenbers to receive their Overseas Service award, the new
Coast Cuard award was established with additional criteria to authorize
our reserve and active duty nenbers to receive this award

It would apply to retired personnel

If you all have any questions please contact me or you can direct any
guestions to ne.

vir

CWO Victor E. Hughes

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
Medal s and Awards (CG 1221)

Ph: (202)475-5384

Fax: (202)475-5927

Email: Victor. E Hughes@iscg. m |



