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SUBJ: LORAN - END OF AN ERA

1. | AM PLEASED TO CONGRATULATE ALL PRESENT AND PAST LONG RANGE NAVI GATI ON
(LORAN) PERSONNEL FOR OVER 67 YEARS OF OUTSTANDI NG DEDI CATI ON AND SERVI CE
IN PROVI DI NG A HI GHLY RELI ABLE NAVI GATI ON SI GNAL.

2. ON 25 MAY 1942, LCDR L. M HARDI NG RECEI VED ORDERS TO REPORT TO THE

CH EF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS. WTH THI S ASSI GNMENT, LCDR HARDI NG BEGAN THE
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD S ACTI VE PARTI Cl PATI ON | N LORAN DEVELOPMENT
CULM NATI NG W TH THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF LORAN-A I N 1943. FOR THE REMAI NDER
OF WA, LORAN-A WAS | NSTRUMENTAL I N THE ALLI ED SUCCESS PROVI DI NG ACCURATE
ALL VEATHER 24 HOUR RADI ONAVI GATI ON FOR Al R AND SEA FORCES. BY THE END OF
VWA I, OVER 75,000 RECEI VERS AND 2.5 M LLI ON LORAN CHARTS HAD BEEN

DI STRI BUTED.

3. FOLLOW NG W' I, LORAN-A BECAME A TOOL PRI MARILY FOR ClI VI LI AN

NAVI GATORS, HOWEVER, THE USAF USED LORAN-A AS LATE AS THE VI ETNAM WAR.
LORAN- A OPERATED IN THE 1750 TO 1950 KHZ BAND WHI CH GAVE | T A DAY/ NI GHT
RANGE OF APPROXI MATELY 800/1600 NM RESPECTI VELY, AND ACCURACY OF

APPROXI MATELY 1 NM  LORAN- A REMAI NED | N OPERATI ON | N NORTH AMERI CA UNTI L
1980 SAVI NG MANY LI VES BY ALLOW NG OFFSHORE BOATS I N DI STRESS TO PROVI DE
ACCURATE POSI TI ON REPORTS.

4. LORAN-C WAS | NTRODUCED | N 1957 AND GRADUALLY REPLACED LORAN-A. DURI NG
THE 1970S AND 1980S, THE LORAN-C SYSTEM WAS EXPANDED TO MEET USER NEEDS
ACROSS THE CONTI NENTAL US AND GULF OF ALASKA. LORAN-C OPERATED AT 100 KHZ,
G VING IT A LONGER RANGE THAN LORAN-A W TH AN ACCURACY OF APPROXI MATELY
0.25 NM  OTHER LORAN SYSTEMS RECEI VED EXPERI MENTAL DEVELOPMENT | NCLUDI NG
LORAN- B (| MPROVED VERSI ON OF LORAN-A), LORAN-D (MODI FI ED LORAN- C DESI GNED
FOR SHORT RANGE USE BY USAF BOVBERS), LORAN-F ( UNMANNED DRONE NAVI GATI ON),
AND ELORAN (TERM G VEN TO THE NEXT GENERATI ON SYSTEM) . THI S LEGACY OF
LORAN SYSTEMS FURTHER UNDERSCORED LORAN S | MPACT TO NAVI GATI ON DURI NG
DECADES OF SERVI CE.

5. AT 19587 08 FEBRUARY 2010 LORAN-C SI GNAL TRANSM SSI ONS CEASED I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE DHS APPROPRI ATI ONS ACT. PRI OR TO TERM NATI ON, COAST
GUARD MEN AND WOVEN STOOD THE WATCH, ENDURI NG LENGTHY FAM LY SEPARATI ONS
AND REMOTE DUTY LOCATIONS | N THE HARSHEST CLI MATES ALL WHI LE MAI NTAI NI NG
99. 7% CHAI N AVAI LABILITY. YOUR DEDI CATI ON ENSURED M SSI ON SUCCESS I N

TI MES OF BOTH WAR AND PEACE. ALTHOUGH THE LORAN SI GNAL HAS CEASED, YOUR
SERVICE | S STILL NEEDED TO SUPPORT OTHER CRI TI CAL M SSI ON AREAS. THANK
YOU, MEN AND WOMEN OF THE UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD, FOR THE HONOR,
RESPECT, AND DEVOTI ON TO DUTY YOU DI SPLAYED OVER 67 YEARS OF LORAN

SERVI CE.

6. BRAVO ZULU TO ALL PAST AND PRESENT LORAN GUARDI ANS ON A JOB VELL DONE!
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